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Dear  GR Family,

As we prepare to begin a school year amid unprecedented challenges, the staff of Gabriel 
Richard Catholic High School are committed to providing the same excellence in education you 
have come to expect while prioritizing the health and safety of our students, staff and families. 
This Return-to-School Safety Plan addresses the steps we are taking to help keep our students 
and staff safe and healthy based upon health guidelines and recommendations set forth by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Michigan Department of Education and the 
Archdiocese of Detroit.  As you know, this plan requires a shared commitment from the entire 
GR community, including students, staff and families to be successful, and may become 
necessary to modify over time as medical knowledge and conditions evolve.  We still face many 
challenges in the upcoming year, but we are Pioneers and  together, we can overcome.

Stay safe and healthy, Pioneers!  God bless you.

Joseph Whalen Jon Victor
Principal Dean of Students



PPE and Face Coverings

● Everyone in the building must wear a face covering, except when 
seated during meals.

● Face masks must cover mouth and nose.
● Face coverings must not promote drugs, alcohol, violence, 

obscene/suggestive language, political statements or anything that 
may be offensive.

● Face coverings may be homemade or disposable.

About face coverings:  A cloth face covering may not protect the wearer, but it may keep the wearer 
from spreading the virus to others.  The cloth face coverings recommended here are not surgical 
masks or respirators.  Cloth face coverings are not personal protective equipment (PPE).  They are 
not appropriate substitutes for PPE such as respirators (like N95 respirators) or medical face 
masks (like surgical masks) in workplaces where respirators or face masks are recommended or 
required to protect the wearer.  Reference: CDC Website.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html


Hygiene

● GR will provide supplies to support healthy hygiene 
behaviors (soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels, and 
signs reinforcing proper handwashing).

● Hand sanitizer stations will be installed throughout 
the building.

● Staff will frequently check and refill soap and hand 
sanitizer stations.

● Staff will disinfect all desks in the classrooms after 
each class period.

● All classrooms are equipped with medical-grade air 
purifiers.



Hygiene

● Students should bring and use their own 
school supplies on a daily basis.  To 
prevent the spread of germs, sharing of 
personal items and school supplies 
(pencils, pencil sharpeners, paper, 
Chromebook charges, etc.).

● Students are expected to bring their 
Chromebooks to school each day, fully 
charged.  Chargers will not be loaned to 
students.

● Water fountains are temporarily turned 
off; however, water filtration stations are 
available for students to use.



Entrance to Building

● Each class (freshman, sophomore, junior and senior) will be assigned a 
designated entry and exit point to and from the school building.

● Once the bell has rung, the only entrance that will be open during the 
day will be the front doors near the main office.



Entrance to Building

● GR will be a “closed” building and will restrict entrance to students and 
staff only.  Family members or other non-staff members are not 
allowed in the school building except under extenuating circumstances 
determined by school administration.

● A clear plastic bin will be located outside the front doors for items that 
need to be dropped off (lunch, Chromebook, etc.).  Parents should ring 
the bell to give office staff the student’s name/grade.

● All non-staff adults entering the building must be screened for 
symptoms using a monitoring form, must wear a facial covering, and 
must wash/sanitize hands prior to entering.  Strict records, including 
date and time, will be kept of all non-staff adults entering and exiting 
the building.



Spacing, Movement, Access

● Classrooms and gathering spaces will promote social distancing as far 
as our space can provide.

● Gabriel Richard will not conduct indoor assemblies that bring students 
from more than one class together.

● Offices and classrooms will be supplied with protective dividers, where 
necessary, to create a safer environment for students and staff.

● Signs will be posted to indicate proper social distancing.



Office Access

● No more than one visitor or student will be allowed in the school office 
at one time.  Please wait outside the office door until the office is clear 
and a GR staff member invites you in.

● There will be a designated entrance door and exit door in the office.



Restrooms

● Restroom capacity will be limited to no more than three (3) students at 
one time.  The restroom entrance/exit doors will remain open at all 
times to promote proper air flow into and out of the restrooms.

● Signs will be posted on the doors of the restrooms to indicate proper 
social distancing and hand hygiene techniques.



Lunch

● To promote social distancing, no more than two (2) students will be 
allowed at each lunch table.  Part of the gymnasium will also be used 
during lunchtime to allow students to spread out and social distance.

● Tables and/or chairs may not be moved or pushed together for any 
reason.

● Students will be expected to bring their own lunch to school each day.  
Students may not order food to be delivered to the school (e.g., 
GrubHub, DoorDash, etc.).  Vending machines and microwaves will be 
temporarily unavailable.  

● GR will temporarily suspend hot lunch/pizza days.
● Each table will be sanitized and disinfected after each lunch.



Cleaning and Disinfecting

Gabriel Richard Catholic High School has been deep cleaned and 
disinfected in preparation for the 2020-2021 school year.  Additionally, 
the following ongoing infection prevention measures will be 
implemented:

● Gabriel Richard has purchased a supply of EPA-approved 
disinfectant for the school.

● Frequently-touched surfaces including light switches, doors, 
benches, bathrooms fixtures, etc., will undergo cleaning at least 
every four (4) hours with an EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted 
bleach solution.



Cleaning and Disinfecting

● Libraries, computer labs, art rooms, and other hands-on classrooms 
will undergo cleaning with an EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted 
bleach solution after every class period or when students change 
classrooms.

● Student desks will be wiped down with an EPA-approved disinfectant 
or diluted bleach solution after every class period or when when 
students change classrooms.

● Staff must wear gloves, surgical masks and face shields when 
performing all cleaning activities.



Screening Staff and Students

● Per CDC recommendations, Gabriel Richard will not screen students 
prior to entering the building.  We still strongly encourage parents and 
guardians to monitor their children for signs of infection and illness 
each day.  Students who are sick should not attend school in-person.

● Staff will conduct daily self-examinations, including temperature check 
and assessment questionnaire, prior to coming to work each day.  Staff 
members who exhibit any new or unusual symptoms, as reported on 
the Safe Access Questionnaire, will contact the school administrator 
and stay home.

Gabriel Richard will cooperate with the local public health department regarding 
implementing protocols for screening staff and students.



Screening Staff and Students

● Students and staff who become ill or who develop signs or symptoms 
of COVID-19 while at school will be placed in a designated quarantine 
area with a facial covering in place, if able, until they can be picked up.  
The person caring for these students/staff members will wear a face 
mask.

● Symptomatic students and staff who are sent home from school will 
stay home until completely recovered according to CDC guidelines.

● Students who are ill and/or under quarantine cannot participate in 
extracurricular activities or athletics.



Testing and Responding to Positive Results

● Gabriel Richard requires symptomatic students and staff to stay home 
until they have been released from isolation according to CDC 
guidelines.

● Gabriel Richard will notify local health officials, staff and families of the 
presence of any laboratory-positive or clinically-diagnosed cases of 
COVID-19 in the classroom and/or school while maintaining 
confidentiality consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and other applicable federal and state privacy laws.

● Gabriel Richard will cooperate with the local public health department 
if a confirmed case of COVID-19 is identified, and in particular, collect 
the contact information for any close contacts of the affected 
individual to enable the health department to initiate contact tracing, 
following regular public health practice.



Transportation

● Gabriel Richard will continue to provide transportation services during 
the 2020-2021 school year.

● The bus driver will clean and disinfect frequently-touched surfaces in 
the vehicle (e.g., surfaces in the driver’s cockpit, hard seats, arm rest, 
door handles, seat belt buckles, light and air controls, doors, windows 
and grab bars) prior to morning routes and prior to afternoon routes, as 
well as all sporting events, field trips, etc.

● The bus driver will clean and disinfect the bus before and after every 
transit route.  Students will not be present when a bus is being cleaned.

● Weather permitting, doors and windows will be open when cleaning the 
bus and between trips to let the bus thoroughly air out.



Transportation

● Gabriel Richard will require the use of hand sanitizer before entering a 
school bus.  Hand sanitizer will be supplied on each bus.

● The bus driver and all students in grades 9-12 will wear facial 
coverings while on the bus.

● Students will sit in assigned seats that are distanced throughout the 
bus.  Family members may sit together.

● If students are not allowed to board the bus, for safety reasons, a 
parent will be called to pick up their student.

● If a student becomes ill during the day, he/she will not be allowed to 
use the bus to return home.

● If the driver becomes ill during the day, he/she will follow protocols for 
sick staff and will not return to drive students.



Athletics

● Gabriel Richard will comply with all guidelines published by the 
Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) and the National 
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS).

● Students, teachers and staff will use proper hand hygiene before and 
after each practice, event or other gatherings.

● All participants should confirm that they are healthy and without any 
symptoms prior to any event.  The Safe Access Questionnaire must be 
completed by all participants including student athletes, adult 
volunteers, coaches and administrators.

● Sport seasons will be determined the MHSAA.



Athletics

● Large-scale indoor spectator events will be suspended.
● Indoor weight rooms and physical conditioning activities that require 

shared equipment have been suspended.
● Outdoor physical conditioning activities are permitted; social 

distancing must be maintained.
● Large-scale outdoor spectator or stadium events are limited, and 

people not part of the same household must maintain six (6) feet of 
distance from one another.

● Spectators are allowed, provided that facial coverings are worn and six 
(6) feet of social distancing can be maintained at all times.  

● Entry and exit point directions must be observed to prevent crowding.



Athletics

● Each participant must use a clearly-marked water bottle for individual 
use.  Sharing of water bottles and personal equipment should not be 
shared.

● All equipment must be disinfected before and after use.

● Handshakes, fist bumps, and other unnecessary contact is to be 
avoided.

● Students who are ill and/or under quarantine cannot participate in 
extracurricular activities or athletics.



Mental and Social-Emotional Health

● Gabriel Richard’s school counseling and campus ministry departments 
will facilitate mental health referrals and communications to families 
and students.

● Gabriel Richard staff will be receive timely, responsive and ongoing 
training and professional development to help support student needs.



Resources

General

● Executive Order:  EO 2020-142.pdf
● MI Safe Schools Return to School Roadmap
● MI Safe Start Plan

Archdiocese of Detroit

● Letter from the Office of the Superintendent
https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/covid-19-preparedness-and-response-july-update

● COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for AOD Schools
https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/covid-19-preparedness-and-response-july-update

● Distance Learning Guidelines
https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/unleash-the-learning

● Frequently Asked Questions
https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/school-reopening-plan.faq

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIEOG/2020/06/30/file_attachments/1485859/EO%202020-142.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_SAFE_START_PLAN_689875_7.pdf
https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/covid-19-preparedness-and-response-july-update
https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/covid-19-preparedness-and-response-july-update
https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/unleash-the-learning
https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/school-reopening-plan.faq


Resources

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
● Coronavirus (COVID-19)

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV
● CDC: Resources for Childcare, Schools and Youth Programs

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
● CDC Prevention

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
● CDC Symptom Screening

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/symptom-screening.html
● CDC Hygiene Etiquette

http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
● CDC Sickness Steps

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
● CDC Duration of Isolation

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation
● CDC Disinfecting

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
● CDC Cleaning

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/symptom-screening.html
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html


Resources

EPA

● Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
http://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2

OSHA

● Federal OSHA
http://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
http://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf

