
Are eBooks Right for Me? 
 

Electronic textbooks (eBooks) are an increasingly popular option for many schools. Parents 
love the lower cost and the elimination of bulky, heavy backpacks. eBooks definitely 
address these concerns! 
 

There are however, limitations with eBooks that you must be aware of before making your 
eBook purchase: 
 

 All eBooks are one year subscriptions that expire at the end of the school year 
 

 the eBook versions offered through this selection are completely web-based: 
 

Pros Cons 

- The eBook is available online from any 
Internet-enabled device. You can 
access the eBook from a Chromebook, 
iPad, tablet, desktop, laptop, iPhone, 
etc. 
 

- Nothing is downloaded to your 
computer, therefore eBooks do not take 
up storage space on your device. 
 

- Since eBooks are web-based, they are 
accessible even if your Chromebook (or 
other Internet able device) is lost or 
damaged. 

- You must have an Internet connection to 
access the eBook. Students at a sporting 
event, on the bus, etc, will not be able to 
access their eBook from their 
Chromebook.  However, they may be able to 
access their eBooks from their phone or 
tablet using 3G or 4G. 

 

- Although the goal is to consolidate all 
eBook access to one web portal, that is 
currently not the case. Students may need to 
log on to multiple sites to access their 
eBooks, depending on the publisher used. 

 the eBook versions offered through this selection may not be interactive:  
 

Pros Cons 

- The eBook will display on any device 
without having to worry about additional 
add-on software compatibility. 

- Students may or may not be able to 
highlight, or annotate text for studying. 

 

- Students may or may not be able to 
search for a specific phrase or term. 

You are encouraged to discuss both the benefits and limitations of eBooks with your student 
to be sure you are selecting the best choice for their needs. Many eBook customers opt to 
purchase both the hardcopy and the eBook versions for their student. The hardcopy is left 
at home where the student can study the text with more flexibility. 
 

If you have any questions about eBook options offered at Gabriel Richard Catholic High 
School, please contact Mrs. Cheryl Knapp at knappc@gabrielrichard.org. 
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